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Winter Term 2017 
Course Catalog 

 
The following courses are offered during Winter Term 2017. Courses are listed alphabetically by 
title. Some courses are limited to third formers; others are open only to fourth, fifth, and sixth 
formers. Instructors and the estimated student cost are also listed. The cost to most students will be 
approximately $100 or less for books, materials or minor expenses ($). NOTE: In a few cases 
indicated below, the relatively high cost of offering the course (usually related to travel expenses) 
requires to school to ask for a larger student contribution beyond books and materials (+$).  
 
Course selection begins Tuesday November 15 and ends Saturday November 19. Students rank six 
courses in which they have interest and would be excited to participate. Students are enrolled based a 
number of factors, including individual interest, form and winter afternoon activity. All things being 
equal and in the interest of fairness, students are assigned according to a random lottery number by 
class, generated by the academic office. Except in special circumstances approved by Mr. Latham, 
students may not take the same Winter Term course twice.  
  
 
Third Form Winter Term Courses 
 
Third form courses are designed to introduce students to the Brooks model of Winter Term, a time to 
learn and study in ways our usual schedule does not permit. This involves taking one course with six 
hours of contact time per day for two and a half weeks. Winter Term courses in general emphasize 
breadth over depth and include interdisciplinary content, collaboration among students and faculty, 
and experiential and project-based learning. Focused more on process than result, courses are graded 
pass/fail. In addition, third form courses help students learn more about themselves and their 
classmates, practice leadership and other roles in a group setting, and develop their presentation 
skills. Class time is more structured. Third formers begin the term with a two-night trip to Camp 
Becket in the Berkshires and end with the Symposium, the culminating Winter Term event where all 
students show what they have accomplished in their courses. Third formers finish the term ready to 
tackle the challenges and opportunities of Winter Term in the future. 
 
 
Brooks History & Documentary Film 
Latham & Davies 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
With Ken Burns and his documentaries about American history and culture as models, students 
produce their own short films about Brooks history. The school archives provide a rich source of 
written and visual materials. Students learn to tell compelling stories and use iMovie to create their 
final projects, which become a permanent part of the archival collection. Doing the work of 
historians through film is a fun, time-consuming, incredibly rewarding experience. Students become 
more knowledgeable about the school’s history; they also study how documentaries are created, 
written, edited, and produced. Guest speakers and classic films provide additional learning 
opportunities for the class. 
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Eating 101 
Clater, Ford, & Sinnott 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
Come tickle your tastebuds with Mrs. Ford, Ms. Clater, and Mrs. Sinnott on an exploration of all 
things delicious. Our aim is to think more critically about the way we eat and learn to enjoy it more. 
We center our attention on staples of the culinary world: cheese, bread, chocolate, olive oil and 
honey. Through their study (and lots of tasting), we learn to appreciate the work and tradition that 
goes into these products as well as their distinct flavors and uses. We talk to producers and vendors 
at places like Iggy’s bread, Formaggio Kitchen, Boston Public Market and Taza Chocolate in order 
to learn what makes their products so special. We go hands on with cooking courses, tastings, and 
demonstrations whenever possible. Do you want to know how to put together an impressive cheese 
plate? How to appreciate chocolate beyond Hershey’s? How to make pizza or pasta from scratch? 
How to choose an olive oil to enhance the flavor of your food? We put all of this knowledge together 
at an evening European-style dinner party where food, company, and conversation come together to 
create a memorable eating experience. You no longer simply “eat.” You have learned to “taste” 
while appreciating the flavors and textures of the food so thoughtfully and laboriously prepared. You 
are not longer an eater, but a connoisseur. 
 
 
Genetics & Genealogy 
Goodman & McCampbell 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
In this course, you learn what makes you who you are. Genetics research combined with 
genealogical research allows students to have a better understanding of who they are and where they 
came from. This course provides students with multiple opportunities to work with professionals 
who are researchers in their disciplines. On the scientific side, a sociologist discusses the family unit 
and how family traits are passed along, not through DNA but through traditions, and what that 
means to you and your upbringing. A neuroscientist meets with the class and teaches about genetics 
and how we pass down hereditary traits through our DNA, generation after generation. We visit 
Biogen’s Community Lab in Cambridge where we extract and analyze our own DNA. On the 
genealogy side, students are given Ancestry.com memberships to research their family, tracing 
ancestors back through time. There are two trips to the New England Historic Genealogical Society 
in Boston, where professionally trained genealogists assist us in unraveling our documented past. By 
the end of Winter Term, you will have a better idea of what makes you the person you are today. 
 
 
iOS App Development with Swift and Xcode 
Fennessy & Heinze 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
Learn how to code your own app from scratch in Swift, a cutting edge programming language 
invented by Apple and released in 2014. You learn a lot about programming and logic, but even 
more about yourself. Upon completion of the course, you have an app that you can be proud of every 
time you open your phone. You gain an appreciation for the complexity of the apps and programs 
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you use on a daily basis and are empowered by the knowledge that you too can code. The skills you 
learn here could put you on a path to a lucrative career or a fulfilling hobby. 
 
Participation requires an apple computer with at least 15GB of hard drive space to install Xcode. 
 
 
Ted Talks: Making an Idea Worth Sharing 
Lazar 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
This class explores how to develop and communicate your ideas for presentation to a wider 
audience. We use TED talks as the model for the class. By the end of the course, each student 
presents a “talk” in the TED format and using the TED guidelines. The goal of the class is to give 
students an opportunity to dive deep into an area that fascinates them and equip them with the skills 
to present their research to a diverse audience in a clear and convincing way. 
 
 
The Creative Journey: Quotidian Balance 
MGraham & McLean 
Expected Cost: +$150 (includes a unicycle, hackysack and juggling set) 
 
How do we balance the rigors of a high achievement workflow with our visceral need for 
contentment? In unicycling, as in life, equilibrium means reconciling constant movement with 
staying in control. Juggling involves finding and adhering to patterns. This class explores ways we 
can find every-day balance through engagement and habit. Students embark upon a journey of 
discovery. We explore our worlds on multiple levels, from food to film, nurturing, along the way, 
the every-day habits that help center our lives.   
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General Winter Term Courses 
 
 
A Whole New World: The US Immigrant Experience 
SWaters, Bilodeau, & Nasser 
Expected Cost: +$100 
 
“Relocating to a new country can be a disorienting experience. Immigrants often find themselves in 
a strange new world where the rules have changed, the surroundings are unfamiliar, and the 
inhabitants speak in strange tongues.” Library of Congress 
 
Can you imagine this experience? The sights? The sounds? The tastes? The emotions? Journey back 
in time with a winter term that explores immigrant stories both past and present. Through readings, 
film, and trips to nearby Lawrence and Lowell (Mills, Cultural Center), Boston (North End, 
Chinatown) and to New York City (Ellis Island, Statue of Liberty), the class engages in meaningful 
discussion about the immigrant experience and its significance to the development of the United 
States. The United States prides itself on being a nation of immigrants and a country in which people 
of all ethnicities and races have sought new opportunities, and freedom from political or religious 
persecution. Current debates over undocumented immigrants, terrorism, jobs, and border protection, 
are reminders, however, that this is also a nation that has always guarded its “golden door” fiercely. 
 
 
All That Jazz 
CKeller 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
Jazz is the only truly unique American art form. Born out of slavery, desperation and the depression, 
it was influenced by wars, immigration, assimilation and many other factors. This art form reached 
people of all backgrounds, bringing them together in a way that nothing else could. In this class, we 
survey jazz from the early 1900s until the 1980s, with a focus on the era between 1920 and 1950, the 
most prolific jazz period. Our examination of the genre is framed by the Ken Burns documentary 
Jazz. In addition to listening to jazz music constantly, we delve into the literature of the time period, 
which echoed the same themes as the music.  
 
We hear live jazz in Boston-area venues. Students reflect on their listening, reading and 
documentary viewing by keeping a daily journal, sharing their observations and opinions with the 
group, and developing a final project to present to the class. 
 
 
An Introduction to Architectural Design 
JSaunders & Musto 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
This course introduces students to the world of architectural design and allows for the demonstration 
of their creativity and technical prowess. Each student is given a set of parameters to follow. Playing 
the role of architect, s/he meets with the client (the instructor) to determine specific needs by 
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analyzing the requirements, problem solving, and creating a final product in the form of detailed 
blueprints and a modeled representation. Throughout the course, students: 
  
·        Create a set of working blueprints 
·        Work with a CAD (Computer Aided Design) program 
·        Learn how to use ‘old school’ drafting tools 
·        Construct a 3D model from your designs 
·        Work within the industry code 
·        Create a “Green” footprint 
  
Visiting local area projects enables students to gain a realistic understanding of how structures are 
designed and built. 
 
 
Bliss Out: The Secret of Happiness 
Dinescu & LMcLoughlin 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
Want to learn the secret of being a truly happy person? Want to practice some tried-and-true 
methods that people from all over the world have been using for thousands of years? Some call it 
“Nirvana,” some call it “Samadhi,” some call it a joyful life, but millions of people throughout the 
last 4000 years have tried to access this mental state through the tradition of yoga. Yoga, meaning 
“connection,” is a way of life that pre-exists even the most ancient of eastern religions. It is a way to 
better connect with ourselves, others, and the world around us. The path of yoga is a crossroads of 
eight individual practices: thinking morally, personal reflection, meditation, physical posture 
practice, breathing exercises, exercises to improve your senses and mental focus, and the final 
destination… bliss! 
 
Over this winter term, we dip our toes into the world of yoga and practice these eight limbs of yoga. 
Each day there is a physical yoga practice, meditations, breathing and mental focus exercises, and 
discussions on yogic philosophy and morality. During trip days, we visit local and Bostonian yoga 
studios, vegetarian cafes and juice bars, and attend meditation lectures. We take a look at different 
ways people practice yoga in the world. Some find joy through music and dancing, others through 
selfless service, while others practice meditation and movement. We become more flexible and 
strong in order to help heal the body and mind. Sprinkled through the two weeks, we explore 
western meditative activities such as drawing, walking, cooking, and, of course, eating. Come move, 
mediate, learn, breathe, rest, sing, draw and eat crazy good veggie food with us! Namaste. 

  
 
Brooks Goes to Pre-School 
Parker, Werner, & Griffith 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
Do you love kids? Want to try being on the other side of a classroom? In partnership with the 
YWCA in Lawrence, Brooks students spend their time working in pre-school classrooms in the Y’s 
early education program, supporting teachers and serving as mentors to their young charges. Work 
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includes helping to reinforce class routines, promoting school readiness, reading and comprehension 
skills, and planning and leading lessons. Brooks students engage in daily reflection of their 
experiences and observations during this most challenging and rewarding work. Shared readings 
help to more closely examine the issues facing their young students. Participants come away with a 
greater understanding of meaningful outreach in the community as well as some wonderful new 
young friends.  
 
 
Car Wars 
Richard, Gallo, & MKeller 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
The purpose of this course is to immerse students in the fundamentals of automotive theory, 
maintenance and restoration in both intellectual and physical ways. We present broad treatments 
of the various systems of the modern and mid-century automobile. Those systems include general 
engine theory, braking, fuel, ignition, electrics/electronics, cooling, emissions, diagnostics, 
drivetrain, suspension and steering, as well as a survey of general and specialized tools. Experts 
address the class on restoration, diagnosis, bodywork, welding, and suspensions. The most salient 
feature of the course, and probably the most meaningful, is the hands-on experience gained from 
a major project. We also perform general maintenance on school vehicles and some personal 
ones, whenever such work is illustrative of the aforementioned treatments. We constantly assess 
the students’ work, both individually and collectively. Students write a final evaluation;  their work 
is thoroughly documented through photography.  
 
 
Don’t Believe Everything You Read … The Role of Media in a Democratic Society 
Perkins & Haile 
Expected Cost: +$300 
 
Every day events unfold at home, across the nation and around the world that someone deems 
worthy of news coverage. Who chooses what is “news”, and why? How do we get our news? How 
do we know that what we watch, hear and read is accurate? Do we want the truth, or do we just want 
to hear what we want to hear? These and other related questions are the subject of this Winter Term 
course. After a trip to Washington, D.C., to visit the Newseum and meet with media specialists, we 
explore how the news media works, including consideration of how the ever-changing digital 
landscape is affecting “traditional” news reporting and coverage. We immerse ourselves in the news, 
examining how bias in the media colors news reporting and learning to identify bias and therefore to 
more effectively discover the truth. Students have the chance to follow developing news stories that 
interest them, and create a culminating project aimed at demonstrating how they have become more 
savvy media consumers. 
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Examining Underwater Worlds 
Rooney & Mattison 
Expected Cost: $100 
 
The ocean is the major source of nutrition for billions of people, while employing millions of 
workers and generating trillions of dollars for the world economy. This class offers students 
exposure to the utilization of the oceans' resources through a mixture of in-class work and field 
experiences. The course addresses not only fundamentals of marine science, but also legalities and 
ethics on aspects of culturing and capturing marine animals, with an emphasis on aquaculture and 
sustainability for wild fisheries. Various trips explore New England's fishing culture and history. 
Additionally, the class builds an OpenRov 2.8, a telerobotic submarine, which streams HD video to a 
surface laptop over an ultra-thin two-wire tether, allowing the class to explore underwater worlds 
otherwise unavailable to us. Locations for field trips likely include the New England Aquarium, the 
Boston Public Market, Row34 in Boston, Pangea Shellfish Company, and maritime Gloucester.   
 
*Food Allergy Warning: Food may contain shellfish. 
 
 
Explore Your Inner Creativity: An Introduction to Sculpture Fabrication 
Burbank & Rogers 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
Don’t be fooled by the title. This course is a hands-on, full immersion into the world of metal 
sculpting. The class includes time spent in Mr. Rogers’ art studio, the classroom, and a field trip to 
Salem Metal to meet legendary metal fabricator Jason Vining. Within just two and a half weeks, 
each student creates her/his own artistic metal sculpture. This year’s sculpture topic focuses on retro 
robots. The goal of this course is to unlock and explore your inner creativity through metal 
fabrication. Students learn to use a number of the tools that include a TIG welder and fastening and 
finishing techniques needed to create metal sculptures regardless of their size. The course offers a 
guided approach led by Dale Rogers, one of New England’s leading metal sculptors whose work is 
displayed throughout the country (http://dalerogersstudio.com/). Dale is assisted by math and former 
art teacher, Mr. Burbank. Let the fun begin. Learn how to turn a piece of flat steel into an artistic and 
dynamic retro robot. 
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Human Health & Disease 
Carabatsos & Costantino 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
Did you know that there are approximately 14,000,000 survivors of cancer as of January 2014? 
Within this population 46% of the survivors lived beyond the age of 701. Do you find this data 
interesting? This course offers an introduction to diagnosis, treatment, and clinical implications for 
people who develop cancer. Although we start with a general overview of the process by which 
cancers form (carcinogenesis), as we move through the course we focus on specific types of cancer 
chosen by the students. Students have an opportunity to research the science and hear directly from 
researchers and clinicians who are on the front line of finding new ways to treat cancer. As a means 
to explore the human impact of the disease, students meet patients and caregivers who support the 
patient during and after the cancer diagnosis. Although cancer is the primary focus of the course, 
there is an opportunity to explore other diseases such as amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), cystic 
fibrosis (CF), and student-driven interests during our time together. Students also observe surgeries 
at Massachusetts General Hospital and/or Lawrence General Hospital as part of the course. Students 
explore the role the media plays in shedding light on different diseases. As a result, the final project 
is the creation of a public service announcement that will be played at school meetings throughout 
the school year. (1"Cancer Prevalence: How Many People Have Cancer?" Cancer Prevalence: How Many People Have 
Cancer? American Cancer Society, 20 May 2014. Web. 04 Nov. 2016.) 
 
 
 
It’s Complicated: Exploring Gender in the United States 
Mavity Maddalena & Carson 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
Why do superhero action figures and film actors have larger muscles than they did ten years ago? 
When did pink become a “girls’” color? Why do we have a gendered dress code, and what might it 
mean to change it? Why are women paid less than men? Why are women of color paid less than 
white women? Who are “two-spirited” persons in Indigenous communities, and how might this 
tradition inform conversations about gender binaries and gender as a spectrum? What does it mean 
to be transgender, and why does it make so many people uncomfortable? How is Black masculinity 
different from white masculinity, and how do those differences impact each of us? How did gender 
influence presidential election dynamics? 
 
Through film, music, blogs, social media, and field trips, our class explores how ideas about gender 
and experiences of gender shape our worlds. We also consider intersections between gender and 
sexuality, class, and race. In this interactive, discussion-based experience, we ask questions about 
gender through lenses of film, popular culture, media, history, biology, literature, and religion. Field 
trips include the Boston Alliance of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender Youth, the YWCA of 
Greater Lawrence, and the Men and Masculinities Center at UMass Amherst. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

9 

 
Learn to Play Guitar 
Sciuto 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
This course is designed for non-guitar players or students with very little experience. We cover how 
to play basic songs through reading chord symbols, music notation and tablature. Students also learn 
about playing in a group environment. The class also studies the history of the guitar and the 
important players who have changed and developed many different styles.  
 
 
Lego Engineering 
Hesse & Smith 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
Lego is an ideal medium for engineering and design, because prototypes can rapidly be built, tested, 
and modified without wasting material. In this course, we design and build Lego objects to meet the 
criteria of various structural, mechanical, and even artistic challenges in an atmosphere that stresses 
both teamwork and competition. Along the way, we gain insight into the engineering cycle of 
specification, design, prototyping, and testing. From gearboxes to mechanical toys to architectural 
marvels to 3-dimensional portraits, Lego can do it all -- and you will, too! 
 
 
Making & Looking at Art in New England 
AGraham & Sherrell 
Expected Cost: +$200 
 
We spend the first two weeks of this class drawing, writing and photographing in the Boston and 
North Shore area, while also visiting art galleries and museums. Our artistic theme for our work 
centers around The Quotidian. The last week finds us living in a home in Provincetown for three 
nights and three days, while working in Cynthia Packard's studio. The course culminates with our 
artwork and written evaluations in the Lehman gallery. For serious, focused emerging artists only, 
please. 
 
 
Making Sense of God 
Nam 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
Maybe you grew up a Christian and then stopped going to church? Maybe religion failed you in 
some way and you never returned to God? Maybe science and skepticism replaced your need for 
God? But maybe it’s time to take another look at God? 
  
One might ask, “Why should we care about making sense of God?” According to some scholars, the 
world is becoming more religious – people are converting to either Christianity or Islam at a faster 
rate than the population is growing. Christian and Muslim parents generally tend to have more 
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children than those who do not believe in God. Thus, one might argue that religion is becoming 
more and more relevant in our lives. 
  
No one can empirically “prove” that God exists. At the same time, no one can empirically “prove” 
that God does not exist. Then how does one claim to believe in God, whereas others claim not to 
believe in God? It seems that for some it takes “faith” to believe that God exists, whereas for others 
it takes a different kind of “faith” to believe that God does not exist. 
  
In this winter term course, we read, watch, reflect, and discuss to clarify our thinking to make sense 
of "God," which helps us answer the question whether it’s reasonable to believe in God or not.  
 
 
Making the Brooks Band 
Creating Original Hip--‐Hop/R&B Music  
Jones & McDonald 
Expected Cost: +$200  
  
Do you have a passion for singing or rapping? Have you ever wanted to step into a vocal booth and 
record a song? Well, now is your chance. This course consists of two parts: creating a track with 
original beats and lyrics, and making a corresponding music video. We take a behind-the-scenes 
journey into the world of hip-hop and R&B music, where you have the opportunity to work in a 
custom-designed, 1100 square-foot commercial audio studio. Facilitated by a team of experienced 
producers, writers, musicians and audio engineers, you have the chance to record a music track all 
your own from scratch. Creativity is key, as students are open to explore limitless and unique sounds 
with state-of-the-art equipment under the guidance of seasoned professionals. Students then create a 
visual in the form of a music video to be shared. Ideally, students present their entire experience in a 
documentary format similarly to MTV’s “Making the Band.”  
 
 
Mock Trial 
WWaters, Hayes, & McVeigh 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
Students are taught the basics of the American legal process in preparation for their participation 
in a mock trial, in which a verdict is handed down by either a judge or jury. The course utilizes 
case materials provided by bar organizations and mock trial competitions across the country 
(including some actual cases), as well as readings from legal codes, handbooks, statutes and case 
law. Videos and courtroom movies and presentations are also included in the curriculum. At 
some point during the course, students attend trial proceedings in a local District or Superior 
Court, and are visited by local trial attorneys, as scheduling allows. The course not only teaches 
students about American jurisprudence, it also allows them to develop analytical, rhetorical and 
oratorical skills that serve them well in all walks of life. 
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Passion to Pass It On 
Miller & GDobbins 
Expected cost: $ 
 
What would you do if you won the lottery? Would you want to make other people’s lives better? 
What are you passionate about? How can you help? Spend time off campus discovering why people 
support different causes. See how organizations and individuals help others and make their lives 
better through work, wisdom, and wealth. Make an impact. 
 
We spend several nights in Boston to experience the organizations first hand and hear from the 
alumni and parents who are passionate about their work in the nonprofit sector. Hunger, 
homelessness, education, and poverty are the four general areas we examine, from root causes to 
sources of relief for people who are affected by these issues. 
 
We learn, in detail, about four nonprofits: how they work and the communities they help in the 
Boston area. Throughout the course, you become a philanthropist and study a specific organization 
that you then support with a grant.  
 
Learn what it feels like to make a difference. 
 
 
!Sabor Latino! : Latino Taste! 
Figarella-Zawil & Galeano 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
Love the Spanish language, music, food, dancing, fiestas and more? Join us in the discovery trip of a 
lifetime! In this course, you are a detective, digging the deep Latino roots of New England and our 
nation. Using multimedia, real life interviews, field trips and more you visit and meet amazing 
Hispanic people that have shaped the cities in which we live. Doesn’t matter if your abuela speaks 
Spanish or not! Join us and explore your identity and find the commonalities with the Latino 
community. 
 
 
Still Waters Creative Writing Workshop 
DCharpentier, Holmes, & Binder 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
Love to write but don’t have the time? Working on something and want some feedback? Have you 
always wanted to live the writing life? Then this course is for you! In this class, you have the time to 
imagine, create, share, receive feedback and revise. Work on one long piece or a collection of shorter 
works. The course is divided into three phases: in the first phase, the instructors walks you through a 
series of writing exercises designed to both produce ideas and practice specific skills. In the second 
phase, you focus on producing a volume of work – the majority of your time is devoted to this 
creative process, along with giving and receiving feedback in workshops as you work toward 
polished pieces. The third phase is devoted to fine-tuning, publishing in some way, and doing public 
readings. You will be surprised at what you can accomplish! 
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Surf Science and Culture 
RDobbins & Wagner 
Expected Cost: +$100 
 
This course provides an introduction to surfing at Surf’s Up in Nashua, NH. We learn to surf with 
instructors and classroom time and create a highlight video and host a luau with surf movies and our 
surf video as well as give a presentation on the experience. For those brave enough, we surf at 
Hampton Beach.  We look at wave creation, learn about NOAA forecasts and buoy heights, and look 
at wave modeling and how it is done. Students investigate the culture of surfing and look at how it 
has evolved from anti-authoritarian to a multi-billion dollar business. 
 
 
 
The Art and Science of Scuba Diving 
Hajdukiewicz & Konovalchik 
Expected Cost: +$100 (students must also purchase mask, fin and snorkel for personal use) 
 
Note: An extension of this course syllabus will be an optional trip at spring break to Dominica.  
 

This course introduces students to the history, science, equipment and technology of scuba diving. 
Students also develop an appreciation for the experience of scuba. Successful completion of the 
course results in student PADI (Professional Association of Diving Instructors) certification in open 
water diving, which is a lifelong certification. The course is offered in conjunction with Dive the 
World and owner Susan Copelas. The course involves a number of day trips, including the New 
England Aquarium, the pool for dive instruction, the Coast Guard station in Gloucester, and the Dive 
Locker, a local museum of scuba diving history. Students perform laboratory exercises involving the 
respiratory system and gas laws. Evening speakers discuss careers in scuba diving, such as 
commercial diving or rescue diving. As a culminating project, students choose a topic of interest and 
develop a 30-minute presentation, which also involves interviewing a person associated with that 
topic. Students complete their checkout dives for certification locally, on the Scuba Club trip in 
March, or they can receive a referral to complete their dives elsewhere. 
 
 
The Complexity of War 
Packard & Fahey 
Expected Cost: +$400 
 
Using the Vietnam War as our point of entry, this course also considers more recent American 
involvement in Iraq and Afghanistan as we attempt to think together about the incredibly complex 
challenges facing those who have authorized and waged these wars. While we spend some time 
examining the origins, context, and chronology of all three conflicts, we are primarily focused on 
doing all we can to understand what war is like from the perspective of those who have experienced 
it firsthand. We aim to interview veterans of all three of these wars in order to get in touch with 
living history, and to be able to reflect on the similarities and differences of individual experiences at 
different points in time. We read selections by those who experienced or observed these wars up 
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close in an effort to enhance our sense of war itself. We take a look at both documentary and feature 
films in order to examine the range of ways in which these wars have been treated on screen. We 
travel to Washington, DC, and visit the Vietnam Memorial, among others, along with the 
Smithsonian’s American History Museum, Arlington National Cemetery, and a number of other 
monuments, memorials, and museums within our reach. While in Washington, we try to connect 
with alumni, alumnae, and friends of the school who have helped us visit and meet the following 
through the past five years: The National Museum of the Marine Corps, The White House, The 
Situation Room, The United States Congress, Senator John McCain, Congressman Seth Moulton, 
and The Pentagon. We ask students to keep a journal through the course in order to reflect on and 
share experiences we are having together. The course culminates with a group project that centers on 
the questions we find to be the most core to understanding and thinking about the debate over war’s 
complexity, necessity, tragedy, and many costs. 
 
 
The Great Outdoors 
Lafond & Benson 
Expected Cost: +$200 
 
NOTE: Due to conditions imposed by outside trip leaders, students must be 16 years of age by 
January 6, 2017 in order to participate in this course. 
 
Come explore and enjoy the great outdoors in winter. Our focus is getting out into nature and 
enjoying the season through ice climbing, skiing (Alpine and Nordic), snowshoeing, and hiking. We 
make an ascent of Mt. Monadnock and participate in the Avalanche Awareness Field Day at 
Tuckerman’s Ravine on Mt. Washington. We also spend time learning navigation skills using a map 
and compass, as well as a GPS. You do not need prior experience to join us, though you must be 
willing to face some challenging winter conditions. Be sure to bring a sense of adventure and a 
desire to enjoy New England in January. 
 
 
The Power of Positive Living! 
Johnston & McDowell 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
Are you worried about the future and how to live a healthy lifestyle? Take this winter term course 
and learn about the power of positive living! We look at what is great in people and help them learn 
how to cater and direct their lives towards playing to their strengths. You discover your personal 
strengths and virtues and use them to learn how to secure your own personal state of happiness. We 
use various hands-on activities as well as self-exploration activities to help discover those strengths. 
We also explore what healthy relationships are in the 21st century and how the pressures of society 
today have changed how people relate to one another. This winter term course also provides you 
with basic survival skills for the “real world”. You will know how to be a successful young adult in 
today’s world. We focus on tasks such as how to pay your bills, balance a checkbook, network for a 
job, and cook. If you would like to look at the world in a more knowledgeable, confident, and 
positive way, please sign up for this course! 
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Titanic 
Davis & Wall 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
2017 marks the twentieth anniversary of the release of James Cameron’s masterpiece, Titanic, which 
portrayed the ill-fated journey of the HMS Titanic in 1912. Titanic was critically acclaimed and went 
on to become one the highest grossing films of all time. The film catapulted its two lead actors, 
Leonardo DiCaprio and Kate Winslet, into superstardom. Titanic is not only a historical drama, but 
also a tale of epic romance within the context of a disaster thriller. In this winter term class, we put 
on a live action parody performance of the movie Titanic in its entirety. During our time together, 
we write the script, create the sets, props, and costumes, and perform the movie live in front of the 
school during the final week of winter term. No background knowledge or experience with set 
design or acting is required, just a willingness to be creative.   
 
 
Walking Boston: Its Neighborhoods and History 
JMcLoughlin & Price 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
Boston has a very rich and tumultuous history – its accessibility makes it a terrific classroom. 
Students explore Boston’s physical growth and change, its place in historical events and its 
landmarks, its shifting ethnic populations, how the city has struggled to renew itself in the last 50 
years and where it is today. Reading, virtual sources and classroom activities are multicultural in 
nature. Walking Boston and its neighborhoods is a central activity of the course, as is speaking 
with residents who are transforming the city today. Students keep journals of walking tours, 
conduct and present oral histories/interviews, and collaborate on a group-designed culminating 
project.
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