
Course Offerings for 2020 Brooks Summer Session 
 
Morning Offerings Afternoon Offerings 
Voices of the Unheard: History of Protests History of Pandemics 
Problem Solving 101  
Plein Air Painting  
Philosophy and Pop Culture  
Still Waters 
 
History 
 
History of Pandemics 
Man has battled disease since the beginning of time. As we developed into civilizations and 
came into more contact with one another, disease has at times ravaged societies. In this course 
we will look at several large scale pandemics or epidemics through history that have had a 
significant effect upon society. We will look at the disease and what people believed or thought 
about the disease at the time. We will also examine society’s responses to those pandemics to 
better understand why people reacted to these crises as they did.  Was a particular group blamed 
for the pandemic and discriminated against unfairly? Were other historical events responsible for 
the spread of the pandemic or its severity? How did people cope with a disease which at various 
times they could not control or understand? What were the long term effects of these pandemics 
on the culture where they were most prominent? Using historical maps, primary sources, and 
other resources, we will examine these pandemics and create our own projects looking into a 
particular disease and reflecting on how this could shape our own response to pandemics today. 
The class will look at diseases such as the Bubonic Plague, Smallpox, Yellow Fever, Cholera, 
and Influenza of 1918.  
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Voices of the Unheard: History of Protest in the United States 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., famously noted that “...a riot is the language of the unheard. And 
what is it that America has failed to hear?” Over the course of United States History and today 
we have seen various movements use protest to make their voices heard. From recent protests 
against racial violence to the Boston Tea Party, Americans have used their rights to assemble and 
free speech to fight against actions they deem unjust. This class will examine the history of those 
various movements and the philosophy, ideals, and tactics behind protest movements in order to 
better understand why protests happen and what America has failed to hear. Specific emphasis 
will be placed on the use of protest in the United States from the 20th century forward. As a final 
project, students will apply what we have learned to develop their own contribution to a 
movement of their choice.  
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Math 
 
Problem Solving 101 
Take some time to exercise your brain and solve some classic and historical problems. These 
problems have been stumping humans throughout the ages.  
  
This course will look at problems and the problem-solving process. Learn how to think more 
creatively while working on your collaboration skills. The goal of this course is to excite you 
about problems and the way you approach them while working with others to stimulate the 
brain-storming process. The skills you learn will support you in all your future mathematics 
courses and beyond. 
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Art 
 
Plein Air Painting 
The outdoors is a wonderful place to learn for artists of all abilities and interests. Painting 
outdoors requires a quick response to your environment.. Responding to light, creating a strong 
composition, interpreting colors and space, all help the artist’s observational skills and overall 
creativity. Plein Air can be documenting the most stunning vista or capturing interest and beauty 
from where you are.  
 
This class will be about seeing and responding and getting out in the environment. Getting 
outside is a big part of this class experience, capturing the character and mood of where you are 
and adding your own personal perspective is also essential. 
 
Students will expand their knowledge of fundamental technical and theoretical approaches to 
painting on paper, canvas, wood and alternative surfaces. We will use watercolor, gouache and 
acrylic paints. This course will include an overview of the elements and principles of art and 
some basics of color mixing and paint handling.  
 
The synchronous meetings will pace us through the process of painting; selection, composition, 
block-in, and definition. This course will focus on land and seascapes but not be limited to 
strictly observational works. Creativity will be a priority as we navigate documenting our world 
together. Students will learn and create a digital portfolio of their works using Adobe Spark 
(Page, Post and Video) 
 
A detailed materials list will be provided once registered and will include writing tools, paints, 
brushes, palette knife, paper, canvas and wood panels.  Students will have access to Adobe 
Creative Cloud. 
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English 
 
Still Waters Creative Writing.  
Sponsored by the Brooks School literary magazine Still Waters, this course is designed for young 
creative writers of all levels with an interest in seeing their work published. Whether you are an 
accomplished writer with a passion for putting pen to paper (or fingers to keyboard), or simply 
an aspiring writer with a budding interest in writing creatively, this writers’ group is for you. 
Through a combination of brief, focused video presentations, one-on-one conferences with 
instructors, and group workshops, writers will receive feedback on their work from multiple 
sources. Beginning with small writing exercises, writers will build to a process of producing a 
final polished piece or collection.The focus of the course will be on taking risks, thinking 
originally, developing a unique and personal voice, and on accepting and using the group’s 
critique of one’s writing. Writers may write in any of three major creative genres: short fiction, 
poetry, or memoir, and the group’s work will appear in an online summer issue of Still Waters. 
Sharing of work, presenting, and conferencing will be done exclusively through the Google Suite 
of applications. 
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Philosophy and Popular Culture / Introduction to Philosophy  

What can The Outer Banks teach us about friendship? What can we learn about the complexities of 
human morality from DC Comics and the Marvel Universe? Can we learn how to be better people 
by devoting time to Keeping up with the Kardashians? In this introductory course of the study of 
both philosophy and popular culture, we will try to answer those questions and many more! At its 
core, philosophy focuses on essential questions and conditions connected to the human condition, 
i.e., what it means to be human while popular culture influences how we think, feel, and live our 
lives. In this discussion-based class, we will explore various philosophers and philosophical theories 
using a wide array of popular culture (film, television, advertising, music, literature, and 
cyberculture) as a basis for understanding the human condition, while also considering how and why 
we consume the popular media to which we devote our time and the impact of popular culture on our 
lives. 
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