
 

 

Report Cards, Progress Reports, and Transcripts 
Revised January 2026 

Throughout the year, Brooks releases various documents to families with information about their student’s experience and 
progress. We hope the explanations here will help you understand these documents. 

Report Cards 

Available at the end of each semester, report cards include: 

-​ Final course grades, explained in more detail below. 

-​ A holistic advisor comment that summarizes the student’s academic progress, teacher feedback, residential life 
experience, and afternoon program notes. 

-​ Specific teacher comments for any course with a final average lower than 83%, and from any teacher who wants to write 
specific feedback directly to a student. (This is new for 2025-2026.) 

-​ The unweighted overall average for the semester (“Term GPA” at the top right). 

The columns on the report card are: 

-​ Midterm Grade & MOL: The first two columns, “Midterm Grade” and “Midterm MOL,” carry over from the 
progress report students received in October or March. These grades are point-in-time snapshots of student progress as 
of the date midterm grades were reported. Sometimes, these grades stay nearly the same from the midterm to the end of 
the semester; sometimes, they change dramatically up or down. We include midterm averages on the report card to show 
a student’s trajectory across the semester. 

-​ Semester Grade: The “Sem 1 Grade” and “Sem 2 Grade” columns show the student’s final grade for the semester in 
each course. That includes every grade a student earns in a course, including grades that are reported separately (EOL and 
MOL). This is the number used to calculate a student’s grade point average. 

-​ MOL: The “Sem 1 MOL” and “Sem 2 MOL” columns show the final MOL grade. Again, this is already factored into 
the final grade shown in the “Sem 1 Grade” or “Sem 2 Grade” column. More information about MOL is below. 

-​ EOL: Every major course at Brooks culminates in an Exhibition of Learning, or EOL. An EOL can take many forms—a 
seated exam, a paper with a presentation, a graded debate, or any other meaningful final experience a teacher devises. The 
EOL comprises 10–15% of the final grade for third- and fourth-form courses and 15–20% for fifth- and sixth-form 
courses. The “Sem 1 EOL” and “Sem 2 EOL” columns are where teachers report the EOL grade that is already included 
in the final grade shown in the “Sem 1 Grade” or “Sem 2 Grade” columns. 

 



 

Midterm Progress Reports 

Available at approximately the midpoint of each semester, progress reports include:  

-​ Point-in-time midterm course averages, in the “FM Grade” or “SM Grade” column. These grades do not post to a 
student’s transcript. They are designed to give a snapshot of where the student stands at that point in the course. 

-​ Point-in-time midterm MOL grades, in the “FM MOL” or “SM MOL” column. 

-​ Specific teacher comments for all courses. These comments are designed to give students actionable feedback they can 
carry through the end of the semester. 

-​ Specific dormitory team comments (in the fall only) to provide feedback on the student’s residential experience. 

-​ Specific afternoon program comments to provide feedback on the student’s afternoon activity participation. 

Winter Term Reports 

Available shortly after the end of Winter Term, these reports include: 

-​ The final status of a student’s Winter Term course (graded pass/fail). 

-​ A specific teacher comment from the student’s Winter Term teaching team. 

Transcripts 

Unofficial transcripts are available throughout the school year. These documents show the same information as official 
transcripts, which are shared directly from the school to other institutions. Transcripts contain: 

-​ Final course averages for each term. 

-​ The total credits earned by each course. 

-​ Both unweighted (“Cum GPA UW”) and weighted (“Cum GPA W”) overall academic averages. These are 
cumulative figures that include all completed semesters. These can be found at the bottom right of the document. 

 

Glossary 

Course averages (grades) 
Brooks uses a 55–100% scale to report final grades in numerically graded courses. Each final grade is rounded to the nearest 
integer. We do not use letter grades. Courses that are pass/fail receive a “Pass” or “Fail” designation that does not factor into a 
student’s overall academic average. Any final grade lower than 55% is rounded up to 55%. 

Overall academic averages (GPAs) 
GPAs are calculated on a 100-point scale. A student’s GPA calculation includes any course with a numeric grade. Minor courses 
carry half the weight of major courses in GPA calculations.  

Once grades are finalized and posted to transcripts in early January and late June, a student can find both their unweighted and 
weighted cumulative GPAs in the lower right-hand section of the document. To arrive at a weighted GPA, a background 



 

calculation adds two and one-half points to the final grade of each designated honors or advanced course a student completes and 
five points to the final grade of each AP-level course a student completes. The weighted final grade for each course is not visible. 

Managing One’s Learning (MOL) 
The Managing One’s Learning grade is a centerpiece of our competency-based education (CBE) approach. MOL is important 
enough to our understanding of a student’s work that we include it on the report card for every major course. The MOL grade is 
worth 10% of the overall course average for third- and fourth-form courses. Some fifth- and sixth-form courses also include MOL 
for up to 10%, while other upper-form courses do not include MOL in the final grade. For those courses that do not include 
MOL in the grade, the MOL grade is reported as feedback on a student’s engagement in the course. 

MOL is a skill within our schoolwide competency of Learning Agency. Elements of the MOL skill include meaningful 
engagement in class (engaging in activities, asking and answering questions, and managing distractions) and preparation outside 
of class (bringing and organizing necessary materials and completing nightly homework assignments), as well as self-advocacy and 
communication. All departments use our schoolwide MOL rubric to provide a meaningful grade and encourage students to 
reflect and improve. 

Comments 
The purpose of comments is to provide students with direct feedback about their work in all areas of school life. This is also an 
opportunity to share some of that feedback with families. Some teachers address comments to their students, while others address 
comments to the family.  We hope that both students and their families read all comments thoroughly. 

Midterm progress reports in October and March typically include comments from each teacher. At the end of each semester, 
teachers provide updates to each student’s advisor, who compiles those updates into a more comprehensive advisor comment. 
That advisor comment can be found below the grades on the semester-end report cards. (In some years, we adjust the timeline for 
comments, and we communicate that information at the beginning of the year.) 

 

 

 

Questions or Concerns? 

For any questions related to academics, we encourage you to begin by reaching out to your student’s advisor. We are also available 
for any follow-up questions or concerns that may come up. Feel free to reach out anytime to Currie Joya Huntington, Dean of 
Academic Affairs or Lisa Saunders, Registrar & Director of Administrative Computing.  

mailto:chuntington@brooksschool.org
mailto:lsaunders@brooksschool.org
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