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Winter Term 2018 
Course Catalog 

 
The following courses are offered during Winter Term 2018. Courses are listed alphabetically by 
title. Some courses are limited to third formers; others are open only to fourth, fifth, and sixth 
formers. Instructors and the estimated student cost are also listed. The cost to most students will be 
approximately $100 or less for books, materials or minor expenses ($). NOTE: In a few cases 
indicated below, the relatively high cost of offering the course (usually related to travel expenses) 
requires to school to ask for a larger student contribution beyond books and materials (+$).  
 
Course selection begins Tuesday November 14 and ends Saturday November 18. Students rank six 
courses in which they have interest and would be excited to participate. Students are enrolled based a 
number of factors, including individual interest, form and winter afternoon activity. All things being 
equal and in the interest of fairness, students are assigned according to a random lottery number by 
class, generated by the academic office. Except in special circumstances approved by Mr. Latham, 
students may not take the same Winter Term course twice.  
  
Third Form Winter Term Courses 
 
Third form courses are designed to introduce students to the Brooks model of Winter Term, a time to 
learn and study in ways our usual schedule does not permit. This involves taking one course with six 
hours of contact time per day for two and a half weeks. Winter Term courses in general emphasize 
breadth over depth and include interdisciplinary content, collaboration among students and faculty, 
and experiential and project-based learning. Focused more on process than result, courses are graded 
pass/fail. In addition, third form courses help students learn more about themselves and their 
classmates, practice leadership and other roles in a group setting, and develop their presentation 
skills. Class time is more structured. Third form courses end with the Symposium, the culminating 
Winter Term event where all students show what they have accomplished. Third formers finish the 
term ready to tackle the challenges and opportunities of Winter Term in the future. 
 
Balance 
MGraham & McLean 
Expected Cost: +$150 (includes a unicycle, hackysack and juggling set) 
 
This class, Balance, asks students to experience our message: not to be told what to think, but to 
learn how to think about the accessible ways we have in our lives to find balance. We challenge you 
to push yourselves in small and large ways, both physically and mentally. Community and 
engagement play a vital role, and while we fill our days with a wide variety of Balance themed 
activities, we also provide unstructured time, where you'll be encouraged to set aside your phones, 
and preconceived notions, to better understand yourselves, each other, and your environment. Each 
year the class looks a little different, but expect to spend a healthy amount of time outside, and 
developing physical equilibrium is part of the experience. Past classes have learned to unicycle, 
slack line, and juggle, gone indoor skydiving, built hammock stands and created Hammock Hangs in 
the woods for the community to enjoy.  
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Eating 101 
Clater, Sinnott, & Zhao 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
Come tickle your tastebuds with Ms. Clater, Mrs. Sinnott, and Mrs. Zhao on an exploration of all 
things delicious. Our aim is to think more critically about the way we eat and learn to enjoy it more. 
We center our attention on staples of the culinary world: cheese, bread, chocolate, olive oil and 
honey. Through their study (and lots of tasting), we learn to appreciate the work and tradition that 
goes into these products as well as their distinct flavors and uses. We talk to producers and vendors 
at places like Iggy’s bread, Formaggio Kitchen, Boston Public Market and Taza Chocolate in order 
to learn what makes their products so special. We go hands on with cooking courses, tastings, and 
demonstrations whenever possible. Do you want to know how to put together an impressive cheese 
plate? How to appreciate chocolate beyond Hershey’s? How to make pizza or pasta from scratch? 
How to choose an olive oil to enhance the flavor of your food? We put all of this knowledge together 
at an evening European-style dinner party where food, company, and conversation come together to 
create a memorable eating experience. You no longer simply “eat.” You have learned to “taste” 
while appreciating the flavors and textures of the food so thoughtfully and laboriously prepared. You 
are not longer an eater, but a connoisseur. 
 
From Seeds to Food 
Robichaud, Burbank, & NPrice 
Expected Cost: $ 

GOT FOOD ?! 

 
Learn. Build. Grow. Eat. Explore. 

 
Discover the Past, Present, and Future of food, farming, and growing techniques 

from SEED to TABLE. 
  

Students in this interdisciplinary course learn the history of local farming, build a vertical 
tower garden and a MIT Media Lab inspired personal food computer, grow food, eat food, 

and explore traditional and modern food growth businesses throughout New England. 
  

This course will be interactive, tasty, and fun! 
  

Your teachers include: 
a full time professional farmer, a food business entrepreneur, & one who grew up on a farm. 
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Genetics & Genealogy 
Goodman & McCampbell 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
In this course, you learn what makes you who you are. Genetics research, combined with 
genealogical research, allows students to have a better understanding of who they are and where they 
came from. This course provides students with multiple opportunities to work with professionals 
who are researchers in their disciplines. On the scientific side, a sociologist discusses the family unit 
and how family traits are passed along, not through DNA but through traditions, and what that 
means to you and your upbringing. A neuroscientist meets with the class and teaches about genetics 
and how we pass down hereditary traits through our DNA, generation after generation. We visit 
Biogen’s Community Lab in Cambridge where we extract and analyze our own DNA. On the 
genealogy side, students are provided an Ancestry.com membership to research their family tree, 
tracing ancestors back through time. There are two trips to the New England Historic Genealogical 
Society in Boston where professionally trained genealogists assist us in unraveling our documented 
past. By the end of Winter Term, you will have a better idea of what makes you the person you are 
today. 
 
History Detectives 
Latham, Carson, & Davies 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
How do we know what really happened in the past? Historians, and detectives, collect and examine 
evidence to reconstruct historical events. They use primary sources to test theories, make 
interpretations, and draw conclusions. Eyewitness accounts, documents, photographs, artifacts, and 
forensic evidence are among the clues historians use to help solve mysteries from the past. Members 
of the class learn how to evaluate sources for reliability and validity. Then, they tackle two historical 
mysteries, one as a class and one as a small group. Students present the outcome of their research in 
a short film. Potential topics include the crash of Flight 93, Amelia Earhart’s disappearance, Dighton 
Rock, Babe Ruth’s called home run, Pearl Harbor, and the Sacco & Vanzetti murder case. Trips to 
relevant local sites are planned. 
 
Making the Brooks Band 
Creating Original Hip--‐Hop/R&B Music  
McDonald & Ayscue 
Expected Cost: +$200  
  
Do you have a passion for singing or rapping? Have you ever wanted to step into a vocal booth and 
record a song? Well, now is your chance. This course consists of two parts: creating a track with 
original beats and lyrics, and making a corresponding music video. We take a behind-the-scenes 
journey into the world of hip-hop and R&B music, where you have the opportunity to work in a 
custom-designed, 1100 square-foot commercial audio studio. Facilitated by a team of experienced 
producers, writers, musicians and audio engineers, you have the chance to record a music track all 
your own from scratch. Creativity is key, as students are open to explore limitless and unique sounds 
with state-of-the-art equipment under the guidance of seasoned professionals. Students then create a 
visual in the form of a music video to be shared. Ideally, students present their entire experience in a 
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documentary format similarly to MTV’s “Making the Band.” 
 
New England: Parts Unknown 
Haile & McDonough 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
New England: Parts Unknown challenges students to discover, uncover, and engage with, the rich 
and often forgotten histories and communities of New England through primary source research and 
analysis, day trip investigations and community engagement. By investigating multiple perspectives, 
stories, and events, students learn as much about themselves as they will the places and histories that 
are proximate to them. With our school values of empathy and engagement in mind, students work 
to prepare and present the vibrant stories that surround us every day.  
 
Possible Trips/Threads: 

• What really happened at the Salem witch trials? Why should we care? 
• Why does the landscape of New England look like it does?  
• Who was Isabella Stewart Gardner? What’s in her museum? 
• What has the experience of people of color been like in New England? 
• What’s the real history of the Boston sports teams we love? What price success? 
• What are the roots and branches of New England religious history? (Who’s buried in North 

Andover? What can we learn from that?) 
• What do we mean when we say Boston? Who lives where in the city and why? 
• How did Lowell and Lawrence become the cities they are today? How can we understand 

them better? 
• What was life really like aboard a whaling ship, a Gloucester fishing schooner or 

swordfishing boat?  
• What would it have been like to serve in the Navy on Old Ironsides? 
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General Winter Term Courses 
 
All Things Korean 
Nam 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
In this course, students are introduced to Korean culture through various lenses including, but not 
limited to, Korean TV shows (also widely known as “K-dramas”), movies, food, history, K-pop, 
music videos, and language (basic speaking, writing, and reading). We study similarities and 
differences between the Korean and American cultures to better understand each other.  
 
Bliss Out: The Secret of Happiness 
Dinescu & LMcLoughlin 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
Want to learn the secret of being a truly happy person? Want to practice some tried-and-true 
methods that people from all over the world have been using for thousands of years? Some call it 
“Nirvana,” some call it “Samadhi,” some call it a joyful life, but millions of people throughout the 
last 4000 years have tried to access this mental state through the tradition of yoga. Yoga, meaning 
“connection,” is a way of life that pre-exists even the most ancient of eastern religions. It is a way to 
better connect with ourselves, others, and the world around us. The path of yoga is a crossroads of 
eight individual practices: thinking morally, personal reflection, meditation, physical posture 
practice, breathing exercises, exercises to improve your senses and mental focus, and the final 
destination… bliss! 
  
Over this winter term, we dip our toes into the world of yoga and practice these eight limbs of yoga. 
Each day there is a physical yoga practice, meditations, breathing and mental focus exercises, and 
discussions on yogic philosophy and morality. During trip days, we visit local and local yoga 
studios, vegetarian cafes and juice bars, and attend meditation lectures. We take a look at different 
ways people practice yoga in the world. Some find joy through music and dancing, others through 
selfless service, while others practice meditation and movement. We become more flexible and 
strong in order to help heal the body and mind. Sprinkled through the two weeks, we explore 
western meditative activities such as drawing, walking, cooking, and, of course, eating. Come move, 
mediate, learn, breathe, rest, sing, draw and eat crazy good veggie food with us! Namaste. 

 
Brooks Goes to Pre-School 
Griffith, Werner, & Neissa 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
Do you love kids? Want to try being on the other side of a classroom? In partnership with the 
YWCA in Lawrence, Brooks students spend their time working in pre-school classrooms in the Y’s 
early education program, supporting teachers and serving as mentors to their young charges. Work 
includes helping to reinforce class routines, promoting school readiness, reading and comprehension 
skills, and planning and leading lessons. Brooks students engage in daily reflection of their 
experiences and observations during this most challenging and rewarding work. Shared readings 
help to more closely examine the issues facing their young students. Participants come away with a 



 

 

 

6 

greater understanding of meaningful outreach in the community as well as some wonderful new 
young friends.  
 
Car Wars 
Richard, Gallo, & MKeller 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
The purpose of this course is to immerse students in the fundamentals of automotive theory, 
maintenance and restoration in both intellectual and physical ways. We present broad treatments 
of the various systems of the modern and mid-century automobile. Those systems include general 
engine theory, braking, fuel, ignition, electrics/electronics, cooling, emissions, diagnostics, 
drivetrain, suspension and steering, as well as a survey of general and specialized tools. Experts 
address the class on restoration, diagnosis, bodywork, welding, and suspensions. The most salient 
feature of the course, and probably the most meaningful, is the hands-on experience gained from 
a major project. We also perform general maintenance on school vehicles and some personal 
ones, whenever such work is illustrative of the aforementioned treatments. We constantly assess 
the students’ work, both individually and collectively. Students write a final evaluation;  their work 
is thoroughly documented through photography.  
 
Health & Human Disease 
Carabatsos & Costantino 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
Did you know that there are approximately 14,000,000 survivors of cancer as of January 2014? 
Within this population 46% of the survivors lived beyond the age of 701. Do you find this data 
interesting? This course offers an introduction to diagnosis, treatment, and clinical implications for 
people who develop cancer. Although we start with a general overview of the process by which 
cancers form (carcinogenesis), as we move through the course we focus on specific types of cancer 
chosen by the students. Students have an opportunity to research the science and hear directly from 
researchers and clinicians who are on the front line of finding new ways to treat cancer. As a means 
to explore the human impact of the disease, students meet patients and caregivers who support the 
patient during and after the cancer diagnosis. Although cancer is the primary focus of the course, 
there is an opportunity to explore other diseases such as amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), cystic 
fibrosis (CF), and student-driven interests during our time together. Students also observe surgeries 
at Massachusetts General Hospital and/or Lawrence General Hospital as part of the course. Students 
explore the role the media plays in shedding light on different diseases. As a result, the final project 
is the creation of a public service announcement that will be played at school meetings throughout 
the school year. (1"Cancer Prevalence: How Many People Have Cancer?" Cancer Prevalence: How Many People Have 
Cancer? American Cancer Society, 20 May 2014. Web. 04 Nov. 2016.) 
 
Learn Arabic & Explore Secrets of the Middle East 
LHamilton & Tomoum 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
The Middle East is the land of charm and magic, where famous stories like “One Thousand and One 
Nights,” “Sinbad the Sailor,” and “Aladdin” originated. It is also an area of controversial politics and 
persisting conflicts. The Middle Eastern cuisine is one-of-a-kind, with exquisite recipes and plenty 
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of colors to tingle taste buds. Arabic is the language of this part of the world, and a major key to the 
secrets of this mysterious land. This course takes you on a journey into the Middle East by means of 
a language that is considered the fourth most important in the world. You learn the beautiful Arabic 
alphabet, how to introduce yourself, and basic everyday phrases and key expressions for your social 
interactions when meeting an Arabic speaker. You also experiment with writing a language with a 
different alphabet from Latin. Writing from right to left, you learn to script your full name in Arabic. 
This course also offers an introduction to the Arab culture through a cooking class of Middle Eastern 
food, watching an Arabic movie with English subtitles, and exploring different cultural concepts that 
you research and present to your classmates and visitors. 
 
Learn to Play Guitar 
Sciuto & CKeller 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
This course is designed for non-guitar players or students with very little experience. We cover how 
to play basic songs through reading chord symbols, music notation and tablature. Students also learn 
about playing in a group environment. The class studies the history of the guitar and the important 
players who have changed and developed many different styles.  
 
Lego Engineering 
Hesse & Wyatt 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
Lego is an ideal medium for engineering and design, because prototypes can rapidly be built, tested, 
and modified without wasting material. In this course, we design and build Lego objects to meet the 
criteria of various structural, mechanical, and even artistic challenges in an atmosphere that stresses 
both teamwork and competition. Along the way, we gain insight into the engineering cycle of 
specification, design, prototyping, and testing. From gearboxes to mechanical toys to architectural 
marvels to 3-dimensional portraits, Lego can do it all -- and you will, too! 
 
Let’s Make It Uncommon… 
Mattison & Turner 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
Do you have an interest in home renovation and interior design? Which colors will be trending in 
2018? Ever wonder how to resurface a table or bookcase? In this Winter Term we work to revamp a 
space at Brooks School that incorporates your ideas and designs. We meet with local interior 
designers and learn from professionals and other DIYers. We develop ideas to help make small 
spaces seem larger and more efficient and discover what colors may help with your success in 
school. If you don’t mind getting your hands dirty, painting, redoing furniture, manual labor, and 
Home Depot - then this is the Winter Term for you!  Some additional possibilities are a tiling class, 
taking part in a Habitat for Humanity service day and speaking with alumni in the profession. 
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Making Art in New England 
AGraham & Sherrell 
Expected Cost: +$200 
 
We spend the first two weeks of this class drawing, writing and photographing in the Boston and 
North Shore area, while also visiting art galleries and museums. Our artistic theme for our work 
centers around The Quotidian. The last week finds us living in a home in Provincetown for three 
nights and three days, while working in Cynthia Packard's studio. The course culminates with our 
artwork and written evaluations in the Lehman gallery. For serious, focused emerging artists only, 
please. 
 
Massachusetts Film Study, Exploration, & Creation 
Hitschler & Clay 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
This winter term focuses on three different aspects involving the film industry. First, students watch 
films that are created in the Massachusetts area and discuss how these films depict the people and 
environments that we as the Brooks community are surrounded by. Second, students visit some of 
the locations where these Hollywood films were shot and see if the filmmakers accurately depicted 
the feeling of the environment. Lastly, students learn the basics of creating films using digital 
cameras and editing software. They make their own narrative short films as well as travel with other 
Winter Term classes to create short videos highlighting other students’ experiences. 
 
Mock Trial 
Hayes, JSaunders, & JHamilton 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
Students are taught the basics of the American legal process in preparation for their participation 
in a mock trial, in which a verdict is handed down by either a judge or jury. The course utilizes 
case materials provided by bar organizations and mock trial competitions across the country 
(including some actual cases), as well as readings from legal codes, handbooks, statutes and case 
law. Videos and courtroom movies and presentations are also included in the curriculum. At 
some point during the course, students attend trial proceedings in a local District or Superior 
Court, and are visited by local trial attorneys, as scheduling allows. The course not only teaches 
students about American jurisprudence, it also allows them to develop analytical, rhetorical and 
oratorical skills that serve them well in all walks of life. 
 
Passion to Pass It On 
Miller & GDobbins 
Expected cost: $ 
 
What would you do if you won the lottery? Would you want to make other people’s lives better? 
What are you passionate about? How can you help? Spend time off campus discovering why people 
support different causes. See how organizations and individuals help others and make their lives 
better through work, wisdom, and wealth. Make an impact. 
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We spend several nights in Boston to experience the organizations first hand and hear from the 
alumni and parents who are passionate about their work in the nonprofit sector. Hunger, 
homelessness, education, and poverty are the four general areas we examine, from root causes to 
sources of relief for people who are affected by these issues. 
 
We learn, in detail, about four nonprofits: how they work and the communities they help in the 
Boston area. Throughout the course, you become a philanthropist and study a specific organization 
that you then support with a grant.  
 
Learn what it feels like to make a difference. 
 
Six Feet Under: The Art, Science, and Business of Death 
SWaters, Nasser, & Perkins 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
Do you believe in ghosts? Have you ever wondered what happens when we die? From the Turning 
of the Bones in Madagascar to the sky burials of Tibet, the Zoroastrian Towers of Silence in India to 
Dia de los Muertos in Mexico, people around the world differ in their relationship to and traditions 
around death. We examine a wide range of customs, meet people in the “death business,” and 
read, watch and look at how humans across time have feared and revered, memorialized 
and honored the last great mystery. Meet morticians and mediums. Read accounts both methodical 
and macabre. Tour the Parisian catacombs (virtually), learn how to mummify like the ancient 
Egyptians (and why), and explore the paranormal with Ghost Hunters. After this class, you’ll never 
look at death the same way again. 
 
Still Waters Creative Writing Workshop 
DCharpentier, Holmes, & Binder 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
Love to write but don’t have the time? Working on something and want some feedback? Have you 
always wanted to live the writing life? Then this course is for you! In this class, you have the time to 
imagine, create, share, receive feedback and revise. Work on one long piece or a collection of shorter 
works. The course is divided into three phases: in the first phase, the instructors walks you through a 
series of writing exercises designed to both produce ideas and practice specific skills. In the second 
phase, you focus on producing a volume of work – the majority of your time is devoted to this 
creative process, along with giving and receiving feedback in workshops as you work toward 
polished pieces. The third phase is devoted to fine-tuning, publishing in some way, and doing public 
readings. You will be surprised at what you can accomplish! 
 
Surf Science and Culture 
RDobbins & Rooney 
Expected Cost: +$100 
 
This course provides an introduction to surfing at Surf’s Up in Nashua, NH. We learn to surf with 
instructors and classroom time and create a highlight video and host a luau with surf movies and our 
surf video as well as give a presentation on the experience. For those brave enough, we surf at 
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Hampton Beach.  We look at wave creation, learn about NOAA forecasts and buoy heights, and look 
at wave modeling and how it is done. Students investigate the culture of surfing and look at how it 
has evolved from anti-authoritarian to a multi-billion dollar business. 
 
The Art and Science of Scuba Diving 
Hajdukiewicz & Moccia 
Expected Cost: +$100 (students must also purchase mask, fin and snorkel for personal use) 
 
Note: An extension of this course syllabus will be an optional trip at spring break to Grand 
Cayman.  
 
This course introduces students to the history, science, equipment and technology of scuba diving. 
Students also develop an appreciation for the experience of scuba. Successful completion of the 
course results in student PADI (Professional Association of Diving Instructors) certification in open 
water diving, which is a lifelong certification. The course is offered in conjunction with Dive the 
World and owner Susan Copelas. The course involves a number of day trips, including the New 
England Aquarium, the pool for dive instruction, the Coast Guard station in Gloucester, and the Dive 
Locker, a local museum of scuba diving history. Students perform laboratory exercises involving the 
respiratory system and gas laws. Evening speakers discuss careers in scuba diving, such as 
commercial diving or rescue diving. As a culminating project, students choose a topic of interest and 
develop a 30-minute presentation, which also involves interviewing a person associated with that 
topic. Students complete their checkout dives for certification locally, on the Scuba Club trip in 
March, or they can receive a referral to complete their dives elsewhere. 
 
The Complexity of War 
Packard & Fahey 
Expected Cost: +$400 
 
Using the Vietnam War as our point of entry, this course also considers more recent American 
involvement in Iraq and Afghanistan as we attempt to think together about the incredibly complex 
challenges facing those who have authorized and waged these wars. While we spend some time 
examining the origins, context, and chronology of all three conflicts, we are primarily focused on 
doing all we can to understand what war is like from the perspective of those who have experienced 
it firsthand. We aim to interview veterans of all three of these wars in order to get in touch with 
living history, and to be able to reflect on the similarities and differences of individual experiences at 
different points in time. We read selections by those who experienced or observed these wars up 
close in an effort to enhance our sense of war itself. We take a look at both documentary and feature 
films in order to examine the range of ways in which these wars have been treated on screen. We 
travel to Washington, DC, and visit the Vietnam Memorial, among others, along with the 
Smithsonian’s American History Museum, Arlington National Cemetery, and a number of other 
monuments, memorials, and museums within our reach. While in Washington, we try to connect 
with alumni, alumnae, and friends of the school who have helped us visit and meet the following 
through the past five years: The National Museum of the Marine Corps, The White House, The 
Situation Room, The United States Congress, Senator John McCain, Congressman Seth Moulton, 
and The Pentagon. We ask students to keep a journal through the course in order to reflect on and 
share experiences we are having together. The course culminates with a group project that centers on 
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the questions we find to be the most core to understanding and thinking about the debate over war’s 
complexity, necessity, tragedy, and many costs. 
 
The Dark Knight Live on Ice 
Davis & WWaters 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
2018 will mark the tenth anniversary of the release of Christopher Nolan’s genre defying super hero 
film, The Dark Knight. The Dark Knight was Nolan’s second entrance into what would become a 
trilogy focusing on the classic DC super hero, Batman. The Dark Knight was a critical and 
commercial success, due in part to a revolutionary viral marketing campaign leading up to the film’s 
summer release as well as the late Heath Ledger’s Oscar winning performance as Batman’s classic 
nemesis, the Joker. Nolan took a risk and created a mature, dark, and realistic comic book movie for 
adults in a time when super hero films were not popular and often stigmatized as being derivative 
and childish. In fact, The Dark Knight can be credited with helping to jumpstart the super hero film 
craze that continues to this day.   
  
In this Winter Term class, we put on a live action parody performance of the movie The Dark 
Knight in its entirety. However, because we are lacking in a theater, we perform the movie LIVE ON 
ICE!  During our time together, we write the script, create the sets, props, and costumes, design and 
implement our own viral marketing campaign, and then perform the movie, live on ice, in the rink, 
in front of the Brooks community during the final week of Winter Term. No background knowledge 
or experience with ice skating, set design or acting is required -- just a willingness to be creative.   
 
The Devil Wears Prada: A Fascinating Journey Through Fashion History 
Musto & Pit 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
What is Fashion? How has fashion changed through time? Why and how do hemlines, tie width, and 
silhouette change through the decades? How did a pair a pants designed as rugged pants for gold 
miners become a fashion item worn by supermodels? Why has the modern business suit stayed the 
same through so many years of history? How do we use clothing to learn about the people around 
us? These are just some of the questions students wrestle with in this course on fashion history. We 
visit museums with fashion and art collections throughout New England to help us to discover the 
answers to some of these questions. We finish up the class by creating our own fashion history 
exhibition to present what we have learned to the Brooks Community.  
 
The Great Outdoors 
Lafond & Benson 
Expected Cost: +$200 
 
NOTE: Due to conditions imposed by outside trip leaders, students must be 16 years of age by 
January 6, 2018 in order to participate in this course. 
 
Come explore and enjoy the great outdoors in winter. Our focus is getting out into nature and 
enjoying the season through ice climbing, skiing (alpine and telemarking), and hiking. We spend 
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time in the White Mountains of New Hampshire learning about avalanche safety and awareness, 
along with winter survival skills. We also spend time learning navigation skills using a map and 
compass, as well as a GPS. You do not need prior experience to join us, though you must be willing 
to face some challenging winter conditions. Be sure to bring a sense of adventure and a desire to 
enjoy New England in January. 
 
The Power of Positive Living! 
Johnston & McDowell 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
Are you worried about the future and how to live a healthy lifestyle? Take this winter term course 
and learn about the power of positive living! We look at what is great in people and help them learn 
how to cater and direct their lives towards playing to their strengths. You discover your personal 
strengths and virtues and use them to learn how to secure your own personal state of happiness. We 
use various hands-on activities as well as self-exploration activities to help discover those strengths. 
We also explore what healthy relationships are in the 21st century and how the pressures of society 
today have changed how people relate to one another. This winter term course also provides you 
with basic survival skills for the “real world”. You will know how to be a successful young adult in 
today’s world. We focus on tasks such as how to pay your bills, balance a checkbook, network for a 
job, and cook. If you would like to look at the world in a more knowledgeable, confident, and 
positive way, please sign up for this course! 
 
The Wonderful World of Disney? Exploring Cultural Dynamics in the World of Disney 
Lazar & Mavity Maddalena 
Expected Cost: +$300 
 
We love Disney! And we would like to spend some time considering how it shapes us. This course 
explores the Disney Corporation in a new and deeper way. We focus on films, theatre, and branding, 
considering ways Disney impacts cultural ideas and ideals around gender, class, race, and sexuality. 
In addition to watching plenty of Disney films, the course culminates in a trip to New York City, 
where we take in two Disney Broadway shows while also visiting the Times Square Disney Store. 
We have a lot of fun together and also do some good, critical thinking about our favorite Disney 
experiences.   
 
Walking Boston: Its Neighborhoods and History 
DPrice & Konovalchik 
Expected Cost: $ 
 
Boston has a very rich and tumultuous history – its accessibility makes it a terrific classroom. 
Students explore Boston’s physical growth and change, its place in historical events and its 
landmarks, its shifting ethnic populations, how the city has struggled to renew itself in the last 50 
years and where it is today. Reading, virtual sources and classroom activities are multicultural in 
nature. Walking Boston and its neighborhoods is a central activity of the course, as is speaking 
with residents who are transforming the city today. Students keep journals of walking tours, 
conduct and present oral histories/interviews, and collaborate on a group-designed culminating 
project. 
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Wall Street 
Smith, Perelman, & Griffin 
Expected Cost: +$400 
 
The United States been heralded over the decades for the sophistication and efficiency of our capital 
markets. Along with an entrepreneurial spirit dating back to our original European settlers, our vast 
untapped physical resources and immigration of human talent, the flow of capital to support worthy 
ventures has been a sine qua non for the growth of our country. From time to time that system comes 
under pressure as it adjusts to the times:  to technology and other innovations, to evolving moral 
codes and political attitudes toward government regulation, and to the sheer size and influence of the 
organizations and people in the financial services industry. Faculty and students in this course 
explore in a hands-on fashion a few of the inherent tensions in any capital markets system:  the 
interests of those with money, the interests of those needing money, and the complex and 
interdependent system of private and public entities bridging the two. Our lens attempts to capture 
the market for corporate and government securities, currency, and the markets for personal securities 
including mortgages and student loans. Our work includes several visits to private firms and 
government agencies in Boston, New York and Washington D.C., a close viewing and reading of 
several topical films and articles, and hands-on projects sharing our work with the Brooks 
community.     
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